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NW’s Apr. 14th Meeting
Laws of the Amazon 

Jungle — Anne R. Allen
! Everybody tells authors we need to use social 
media to have successful careers in the e-age, but 
nobody talks much about the dangers that lurk there. 
But they certainly exist. 
! Bestselling mystery author Anne R. Allen knows 
this from experience. When she published a blogpost on 
her award-winning blog urging older people to write 
Amazon reviews, she ran afoul of a crowd of notorious 
bullies who treat Amazon.com as their personal "turf." 
They peppered her book pages with one-star reviews, 
Tweeted ridiculous accusations, and even sent death 
threats that included a photo of her house.
! She's not alone by any means. Many authors, 
especially women, have had to deal with some kind of 
online bullying. Many get rape threats. Even superstars 
like Anne Rice and Nora Roberts have been targets (Ms. 
Rice gave Ms. Allen some nice kudos on Facebook for 
her posts on the subject of bullying ).
! The Internet is still the wild frontier. And it's so 
huge nobody quite knows how to police it. Anonymity 
seems to encourage the worst in human behavior.
But there are some rules we can follow that will help 
keep authors from becoming 
targets of some of the most 
notorious gangs that lurk in 
the online book community.
! Come join us on 
Tuesday, April 14 at 6:30 pm 
as Anne presents and 
explains those all-important 
rules for us. (Come at 5:30 
for the Round Tables—page 
4— if you can!)

http://amazon.com/
http://amazon.com/
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Dennis Eamon Young

President’s Message: 
Always Look Up

I was watching an interview with Neil de Grasse Tyson, everyone’s 
favorite astrophysicist, the other night. The interviewer, Charlie Rose, 
asked about Neil’s penchant for always looking up at the sky, day and 
night. Neil’s answer struck me as such a classic definition of the 
optimists who have driven most of humankind’s achievements to 
date. He explained that from the time he was a small black child in 
the Bronx, New York, he loved to look up at the night sky. Of course, 

on a good night in the Bronx, you might get to see all of two or four stars. When his father 
took him to the Hayden Planetarium in New York City, he was astonished to see what a 
real night sky looked like. 

Now that boy has grown to be the Director of the Hayden Planetarium and the 
successor to Carl Sagan. He has brought the series “Cosmos” back to the American public, 
but re-written with a keen eye to the more modern sensibilities and issues. This is the 
hour of our need, for scientists to be able to engage the enthusiasm of the public, to push 
back fiercely against the forces of denial. It is not valid to exclaim, “I am not a 
scientist!,”and then go on to criticize those who are with mindless inanity.

Yes, writing is where it all begins; before they can make drawings, build sets, hire 
actors, or place Neil before us. Neil explained that he still always looks up. If the sky is 
overcast, he may see a single ray of sunshine, or be amazed by the colors of a rainbow 
through a milky sky, rather than the Milky Way itself. 

In our stories, our characters also need always to be looking up, even if only 
metaphorically. There can be no resolution for a satisfying ending if our characters are 
perpetually downcast. Even a pessimistic character must inhabit a story that leads us up 
from deplorable situations, overwhelming odds and that darkest hour which comes just 
before the dawn. We, and our characters must be looking for that faint glimmer of a 
rainbow, but it will not be found by looking down. Our readers need us to lead them 
through all the stench and gloom, to a brighter and better day.

Optimists build roadways, to show the way forward; pessimists only build 
roadblocks showing the way backwards. John F. Kennedy inspired us to look up and 
build ourselves into the future. His detractors have been trying to look down on him and 
destroy his legacy ever since. All they accomplish is to point out that he was human, like 
the rest of us. 
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So has it ever been. The darker forces amongst us wish to push us back, while the 
seekers are ever looking up and pulling us forward. I have always loved the word 
“excelsior,” which means higher, moving forward. These attributes have always been seen 
as the proper and most advantageous directions for humans to be moving, certainly not 
backwards and downward.

So, my fellow writers, I enjoin you to always look up. 
! ! ! ! ! ! ! !

Excelsior,
! Dennis

! ! ! ! !

Fellow Writers!
! Is a writing partner sick? Need encouragement?
! Getting married or having a baby?
! Suffering from the loss of a loved one?
Email me at jandkvolkov@att.net and I’ll send them a 
card from their SLO NightWriters family.
        Kalila

Have YOU NW-Blogged Today?
! Be sure to check out our Blog for information, insights, encouragement, connections, 
etc.  You’ll find writing prompts, ideas, encouragements and lots more. Feel free to leave a 
comment on any of our posts. And join us on Twitter, Facebook and LinkedIn, too!

Join us on our Blog: www.slonightwriters.com
You can also access the blog from our website: www.slonightwriters.org. And make sure your 
bio and book listing is up-to-date on our website. As we continue to grow and gain an 
international reputation, your social media presence grows right along with us. 

mailto:jandkvolkov@att.net
mailto:jandkvolkov@att.net
http://www.slonightwriters.com
http://www.slonightwriters.com
http://www.slonightwriters.org
http://www.slonightwriters.org
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NightWriters “Round Tables”
Join Terry Sanville and Mark Arnold as they give feedback on pieces brought to the 

table. Please keep your submission to two pages, typed, 12-point font, double spaced. 
This is a great—and safe—way to see what the critiquing process is all about, get valuable 
feedback from two fantastic writers, and practice reading your work to a small audience. 
Round Tables start at 5:15 pm.

Susan Tuttle will also present a Round Table on creating unique settings that will 
draw readers into your story. Settings can do much more than simply ground your 
readers. Come learn how to craft settings through detail, the 5 senses, symbols and theme 
into places that will seem more real to readers than the places they live and work.

See you at the Round Tables on Tuesday the 14th at 5:15 pm!

NW Member Authors, Come 
Sell Your Books!

	


Sell your books at our general monthly meetings! If you are a member of the SLO 
NightWriters, we encourage you to take part. We will have a table set up for you to display, 
discuss and sell your books.
! Please note—SLO NightWriters holds no liability in this process. All authors 
participating are responsible for their own money exchanges and for the security of their 
own funds and books. Your dues with the SLO NightWriters must be current in order to 
participate.
! We hope that you will welcome this opportunity. For more information about our 
meeting, please visit our web-site.

! We look forward to seeing you!

! Sincerely,

! Andrea Chmelik
! SLONW Vice President



NW  WORDSMITHS     APRIL 2015

 5

KUDOS... KUDOS... KUDOS...
Terry Sanville’s short story “Skinny Girls” will appear in the spring print edition of The 
Tulip Tree Review, a new journal out of Fort Colllins, Colorado.

“Game Over,” a short story by Terry Sanville, will be published by The Blue Bonnet 
Review, an independent online and print journal based in Huston, Texas. Terry writes, 
“My story is centered around a football tragedy, so naturally a Texas journal would take 
it...”

Beryl Reichenberg has two events this month for kids. On Saturday, April 11, she will be 
at the Mission Plaza for Kids Day at the Plaza in San Luis Obispo. Beryl will be in the 
Whiz Kids Toy Store Booth showing how to make bookmarks. Kids and their families will 
have an opportunity to make their own bookmark using colored paper, ribbon, punches, 
stencils, markers and pens. 

On Friday April 17, in Paso Robles, Beryl Reichenberg will again be at the Studios on the 
Park at 1130 Pine after school from 3:30 to 4:30 teaching her monthly children's  book 
making class. Check with Sasha at the Studios for more information about the type of book 
they will make and to sign up for the class (sasha@studiosonthepark.org). There is a $5 
materials fee.

“For Violet—The Huon River,” a haunting reminiscence by Janice Konstantinidis, 
appeared on March 23 on Glass Onion Stories, an online Australian ‘zine. Read this 
poignant story about Janice’s paternal grandmother at: www.glassonionstories.com/
2015/03/23/for-violet-the-huon-river 

! “I think it can be dangerous for young writers to be modest when they’re 
young. I’ve known a number of truly talented writers who did less than they 
could have done because they weren’t vain and unpleasant enough about their 
talent. You have to take it seriously.”
! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ~Norman Mailer

mailto:sasha@studiosonthepark.org
mailto:sasha@studiosonthepark.org
http://www.glassonionstories.com/2015/03/23/for-violet-the-huon-river
http://www.glassonionstories.com/2015/03/23/for-violet-the-huon-river
http://www.glassonionstories.com/2015/03/23/for-violet-the-huon-river
http://www.glassonionstories.com/2015/03/23/for-violet-the-huon-river
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Tolosa Press Call For Submissions
Dear NightWriters,

Since the beginning of this year, Tolosa Press has published five stories 
written by members of the SLO NightWriters. We have our own drop-
down menu tab on Tolosa's website. And they look forward to keep 
featuring our stories. 
! It's a great time to submit! The guidelines are simple – write a 
story that does not exceed 600 words. It can be fiction, or creative non-
fiction, but it must grip the readers and transport them into the world 
you created. Check out the pieces that have been published in Tolosa 
to get inspired. You will see that they are all different – and that plays 
to your advantage! Tolosa asks that you keep your language family friendly, but whether 
you want to entertain the audience with a memoir piece, a situational flash fiction, fantasy, 
comedy or drama – the choice is yours. 
! Short is the new black! Test your skills and send us the best you've got. Even if your 
story isn't selected, you will receive a friendly critique from our editorial committee. As a 
matter of fact – most of the stories that have been published had been first sent back to the 
author with suggestions for edits. Don't feel discouraged if that is the case. We love seeing 
our members' names in print and will do what we can to make it happen!
! For complete submission guidelines, please, visit our web-site. If you have any 
questions, do not hesitate to contact me at chmelik.andrea@gmail.com.
!
! Yours,

! Andrea Chmelik
! NW for Tolosa Press Submissions Manager

Andrea Chmelik

! “I go with Robert Louis Stevenson, who said that an intelligent reader 
with imagination can make an ‘Iliad’ out of a newspaper.”
! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ~Carl Sandberg

http://tolosapressnews.com/category/nightwriters/
http://tolosapressnews.com/category/nightwriters/
http://tolosapressnews.com/category/nightwriters/
http://tolosapressnews.com/category/nightwriters/
http://slonightwriters.org/page-1141054
http://slonightwriters.org/page-1141054
mailto:chmelik.andrea@gmail.com
mailto:chmelik.andrea@gmail.com
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Membership Minute
Membership Minute is on Holiday Hiatus. 

It will return next month...

Hanje

The Golden Quill Awards Contest
! ! !             The 26th Annual Golden Quill Awards Competition is underway!
! ! ! ! This year’s theme: Transformation
! ! ! ! New This Year: Three (3) Categories:
! ! ! ! ! Short Fiction Prose (1,000-1,200 words)
! ! ! ! ! Poetry (up to 40 lines)
! ! ! ! ! Flash Fiction (up to 500 words)

! Fees and Prizes:
! Short Fiction/Prose!! ! Poetry!! ! Flash Fiction
! $20.00 entry fee! !     $20.00 entry fee! ! $15.00 entry fee
! 1st Place:  $1,000! !     1st Place:  $1,000! ! 1st Place:  $500
! 2nd Place: $500! !     2nd Place: $500! ! 2nd Place: $100
! 3rd Place:  $100! !     3rd Place: $100! ! 3rd Place:  $50

! Entries accepted from April 1 - July 15, 2015. All entries blind judged by independent 
judges. All judges decisions are final.
! Visit www.thegoldenquillawards.com for full submission details and rules.

! The Golden Quill Awards are sponsored by SLO NightWriters, the Premiere Writing 
Organization on the Central Coast, in conjunction with the Central Coast Writers Conference 
and Cuesta College. Start working on your entry today!

Hanje Richards

http://www.thegoldenquillawards.com
http://www.thegoldenquillawards.com
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Submissions and Contests
1. LSS—Long Story Short—an Ezine for writers that now has a print version, 

is open for submissions. They accept all genres of flash fiction or prose 
(fiction and nonfiction) up to 2,000 words and poetry up to 32 lines. 
Instructional and/or informative articles for writers, 2,000 words or less. 
If you want feedback, you can also submit (1,000 words or less) to a Help 
column that publishes critiques of the work, and there’s a column for 
humorous anecdotes and experiences about being a writer. This isn’t a 
paying venue, but the exposure is great, and they accept previously 
published pieces. Check out their submission terms: 
www.alongstoryshort.net/submissions.

2. Academy of American Poets: A $5,000 prize for a second book of poetry to 
be published in the forthcoming year by a US poet. Submissions are by US 
publishers for books of at least 48 pages, to be published by May 15, 2016. 
Visit www.poets.org/awards for details.

3. A $1,000 prize for a book of poetry, fiction or creative nonfiction published 
in the previous year that “illuminates the heritage of America’s mid-
continental prairies.” Submit 2 copies of poetry, short story or essay 
collection, novel or memoir published in 2014 by April 30. No entry fee. 
Visit www.prairieheritage.org for details.

4. Ploughshares—Emerging Writer’s Contest. three $1,000 prizes given for a 
poem or group of poems, short story or essay. Writers who have not 
published a chapbook are eligible. No entry fee for current Ploughshares 
subscribers; deadline, May 15. Visit www.pshares.org for details.

5. Poetry Foundation: Five fellowships of $28,000 are given to emerging 
poets. Must be a US citizen and between 21 and 31 years as of April 30. 
No entry fee; deadline April 30. Visit www.poetryfoundation.org/
foundation/prized_fellowship for details.

6. St. Francis College—Literary Prize: A prize of $50,000 given biennially for 
a 3rd, 4th or 5th published book of fiction. Self-published books and 
English translations eligible. Must be published between June 1, 2013 and 
May 31, 2015. Deadline May 1. No entry fee. Visit www.sfc/edu/
literaryprize for details.

http://www.alongstoryshort.net/submissions
http://www.alongstoryshort.net/submissions
http://www.poets.org/awards
http://www.poets.org/awards
http://www.prairieheritage.org
http://www.prairieheritage.org
http://www.pshares.org
http://www.pshares.org
http://www.poetryfoundation.org/foundation/prized_fellowship
http://www.poetryfoundation.org/foundation/prized_fellowship
http://www.poetryfoundation.org/foundation/prized_fellowship
http://www.poetryfoundation.org/foundation/prized_fellowship
http://www.sfc/edu/literaryprize
http://www.sfc/edu/literaryprize
http://www.sfc/edu/literaryprize
http://www.sfc/edu/literaryprize
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“Critique Group Connections”
NW Members—Please, email critique requests to: Janice Konstantinidis (jkon50@gmail.com)  We’ll 
print your specific request in this Critique Group Connections section of the newsletter for all NW 
members to view, increasing opportunities for NW critiquing.  Use this information to find a match for 
your needs, make contacts, or to start a new group or critique partnership. Contact Janice for 
assistance if needed and she’ll get you to the right people. And, if you form a group, please let Janice 
know so she can list it on the website. She can also forward your group’s information to the 
newsletter. Critique Group Guidelines are available on the website at www.slonightwriters.org.
! ***SLO NW cannot guarantee critique group formation or availability but do we strive to 
facilitate connections between writers so they can initiate and develop their own writing affiliations. 
While we cannot be, and are not, responsible for any outcomes from these associations, we hope they 
lead to great creative magic and magnificent literary works!

Critique Group Requests
Maryanne Gackle works in fiction, nonfiction and screenwriting and is seeking a critique group or 
peer edit/critique exchange group. She is looking for an intermediate group, or those with some 
writing experience. She has no location preferences and is willing to travel for the right group. Contact 
Maryanne at 805-709-6019, or email her at: muffy18@att.net. 

Holly Thibodeaux works in fiction, non-fiction, screenwriting, memoir and experimental fiction. She 
is seeking a critique group or peer edit exchange with writers in a more structured environment with 
accountability to boost productivity. Intermediate level preferred; no location restrictions. She would 
also like to find others interested in exploring the philosophy of writing and the psychology of 
storytelling. Contact her at:

Katie is seeking a critique group for YA and FICTION. She is interested in either a critique group, or 1:1 
electronic peer exchange. She has some writing experience and prefers SLO City location. Contact Katie 
at: dreamsofcitylights@gmail.com.

Tony Taylor is seeking a critique group for FICTION, YA, CHILDREN’S MIDDLE GRADE or VARIED 
GENRES, preferred skill level is advanced/experienced writers. Preferred location is SLO City area.
Contact Tony at 805-704-3528 or by email: tony@anthonyjtaylor.com

Rolynn Anderson wishes to organize a NEW PLOTTING GROUP for LITERARY FICTION with 
elements of suspense and mystery.  Preferred skill level is advanced.  Preferred location is Arroyo 
Grande/Los Osos/SLO area.  
Contact Rolynn at 805-473-5847 or by email rolynna@earthlink.net 

Griselda Rivera is seeking multiple critique groups: MEMOIRS, TEEN & CHILDREN’S, 
ACADEMIC/EDUCATION/LINGUISTICS.  
Contact Griselda at grissilvarivera58@yahoo.com Continued Next Page

mailto:jkon50@gmail.com
mailto:jkon50@gmail.com
http://www.slonightwriters.org
http://www.slonightwriters.org
mailto:muffy18@att.net
mailto:muffy18@att.net
mailto:dreamsofcitylights@gmail.com
mailto:dreamsofcitylights@gmail.com
mailto:tony@anthonyjtaylor.com
mailto:tony@anthonyjtaylor.com
mailto:rolynna@earthlink.net
mailto:rolynna@earthlink.net
mailto:grissilvarivera58@yahoo.com
mailto:grissilvarivera58@yahoo.com
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Critique Group Connections, Continued
Colin McKay is seeking a critique group or peer edit exchange for COMMERCIAL FICTION – CRIME, 
YA, or SCREENWRITING. Preferred skill level is advanced. No location restrictions for meetings but 
would prefer Los Osos, Morro Bay, Cambria.  Contact Colin by email: mckay01@gmail.com

David Flamm is seeking a critique group or peer edit exchange or 1:1 writing mentor/partner or 
editing fee for service, for COMMERCIAL FICTION.  Preferred Skill Level is Intermediate to 
Advanced.  Preferred locations for meetings are SLO City, South County/Santa Maria, Orcutt.
Contact David at 805-868-3779 or by email: david.flamm@yahoo.com    

Christina Grimm is seeking a critique group or peer edit exchange for VARIED NO GENRE 
RESTRICTIONS.  No skill restrictions.  Preferred location for meetings is SLO City, Los Osos, Morro 
Bay, Cambria, but can travel to other locations.
Contact Christina at 805-459-4923 or by email: grimmpsych@gmail.com    

Jill Stegman is seeking a critique group or peer edit exchange for LITERARY FICTION or LITERARY 
HYBRIDS WITH THRILLER, SUSPENSE, MYSTERY.  Preferred skill level is advanced. Preferred 
location for meetings is SLO City, Los Osos, Morro Bay, Cambria or North County.
Contact Jill at 805-466-1956 or by email: jastegman@gmail.com    

Deborah Brasket is seeking a critique group, online peer edit exchange, or 1:1 writing partner for 
ADULT LITERARY FICTION, NOVELS AND SHORT STORIES, AND FOR CHILDREN’S MIDDLE 
GRADE NOVEL.  Preferred experience level is intermediate to advanced.  North County is preferred.
Contact Deborah at 221-5405 or by email: dbrasket51@gmail.com

Alycia Kiley is seeking a critique group for VARIED GENRES but primarily POETRY, NON FICTION 
and ARTICLES; skill level is intermediate.  SLO City location is preferred.  
Contact Alycia at 602-7075 or by email,  alyciakiley@gmail.com  

George Klein is seeking a critique group or 1:1 writing mentor/partner for COMMERCIAL 
FICTION; No particular skill level or meeting location restrictions.  
Contact George at 712-3378 or by email, fangio@charter.net  

Steve Bowder is seeking a critique group that concentrates on true stories embellished to make them 
interesting, but that stay true to the facts that are known.
Contact Steve at: sbowder@live.com

 “He writes so well he makes me want to put my quill back in my goose.”
! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ~Fred Allen

mailto:mckay01@gmail.com
mailto:mckay01@gmail.com
mailto:david.flamm@yahoo.com
mailto:david.flamm@yahoo.com
mailto:grimmpsych@gmail.com
mailto:grimmpsych@gmail.com
mailto:jastegman@gmail.com
mailto:jastegman@gmail.com
mailto:dbrasket51@gmail.com
mailto:dbrasket51@gmail.com
mailto:alyciakiley@gmail.com
mailto:alyciakiley@gmail.com
mailto:fangio@charter.net
mailto:fangio@charter.net
mailto:sbowder@live.com
mailto:sbowder@live.com
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Annual Satisfaction Survey
Fellow NightWriters,

! In an effort to assure that we are meeting your needs, SLO NightWriters is 
conducting an annual satisfaction survey in April. Your opinion is important to us!
! You should have received a blast e-mail from us directing you to a 
surveymonkey.com page. We will be sending two reminders before the end of the month. 
The survey is accessible until April 30th, 2015.
! Your input is greatly valued and will be kept strictly confidential. Your answers 
are completely anonymous.
! If you missed the email, here is the link: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/
SLONWSurvey2015
! If you have any questions or would prefer to complete a paper survey, please do 
not hesitate and contact me via email at chmelik.andrea@gmail.com.

With thanks,

Andrea Chmelik
SLONW Vice President

805 Writers’ Conference
! The Pacific Institute for Professional Writing (PIPW) will launch its two-day 
conference in Ventura on October 31 and November 1. The conference will highlight not 
only the many literary figures in the 805 area code, but also east coast publishing pros as 
speakers and panelists. New in 2015 are panels on screenplay writing, poetry and plays. 
The conference features educational seminars with panels of publishing professionals 
and published authors. A panel of literary agents from across the country is also 
planned.
! Visit the conference website at www.805WritersConference.com, which launches 
June 1st with lists of full session descriptions and speakers.

http://slonightwriters.org/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=l1NLzOLimRLK%2bvdX2KZmvLhXRWtwx3QS6SWRG8kR9qkp%2bxUBkqXP7wHQCVPYpDQDHck8Br7H69xkqfhQkEn3UkfUiYg13xVRoo%2bpLWLCSv8%3d
http://slonightwriters.org/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=l1NLzOLimRLK%2bvdX2KZmvLhXRWtwx3QS6SWRG8kR9qkp%2bxUBkqXP7wHQCVPYpDQDHck8Br7H69xkqfhQkEn3UkfUiYg13xVRoo%2bpLWLCSv8%3d
http://slonightwriters.org/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=l1NLzOLimRLK%2bvdX2KZmvLhXRWtwx3QS6SWRG8kR9qkp%2bxUBkqXP7wHQCVPYpDQDHck8Br7H69xkqfhQkEn3UkfUiYg13xVRoo%2bpLWLCSv8%3d
http://slonightwriters.org/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=l1NLzOLimRLK%2bvdX2KZmvLhXRWtwx3QS6SWRG8kR9qkp%2bxUBkqXP7wHQCVPYpDQDHck8Br7H69xkqfhQkEn3UkfUiYg13xVRoo%2bpLWLCSv8%3d
mailto:chmelik.andrea@gmail.com
mailto:chmelik.andrea@gmail.com
http://www.805WritersConference.com
http://www.805WritersConference.com
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SLO NW e✑Line Edit Exchange
! Can’t find a critique group? Don’t have time for meetings? Have specific needs 
for feedback on your work? Our Electronic Peer Review Line Edit Exchange is perfect 
for out-of-town members, or those with restricted time schedules. 
! All E-Exchange Partners are SLO NW members.

• Exchange views with other writers 
• No fees charged, no credit expected or required.
• Participants contact each other, set their own rules and time frames.
• Use your own style of editing/commenting.
• If you don’t find value in the feedback, try someone else on the list.  

! To be added, contact Sharyl Heber (sheber@charter.net) with: Your Name, Email, 
Genre (if you desire a specific one), Skill Level (if you require a specific level). She will add 
you to the list. Then you can reach out on a one-to-one basis and find the right writing partner 
for you.
! ! ! ! !

Word of the Month
“recrudescence”

Definition: (N, L, re, again + crudescere, to get 
worse) a renewed activity after a period of 
dormancy; process of renewal or rebirth

Synonyms: renewal, rebirth, outbreak, 
eruption

Usage: It moved within her, a recrudescence 
of timidity she thought she’d conquered 
years ago. 

Quote 
of the Month

! “I think that one’s art is a 
growth inside one. I do not think one 
can explain growth. It is silent and 
subtle. One does not keep digging up a 
plant to see how it grows.”
! ! ! ! ! !
! ! !       ~Emily Carr
!   

mailto:sharylheber@gmail.com
mailto:sharylheber@gmail.com
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! Some writers are neat. Organized. Controlled. Disciplined. They have a set routine, 
they write at the same dedicated hour of each day, for the same number of hours each day. 
They have pages-long outlines they work from, neatly organized charts and graphs and 
index cards that keep track of all their story details.
! But that’s not all writers. Some of us are messy. Uncontrolled. Undisciplined. We 
have no routines. We spend hours searching back for details we forgot to put on a chart or 
graph. We write whenever and wherever the muse strikes, not at pre-appointed times, for 
as long as the muse graces us with her presence. An hour, a morning, a day.
! Which is better? Which is best? There’s so much advice out there about the value of 
getting up an hour early to write, or staying up an hour longer, and doing it on a consistent 
basis. And even more advice on outlining your story and working from that outline to keep 
you focused and on track.
! But is this really a better/worse situation, or simply two different ways of working? 
For many writers, like Ernest Gaines and Anne Perry, routine frees their creativity. They 
need the structure, the organization. Their minds work best in a confined atmosphere.
! But equally as many writers are stifled by routine, writers like Erin Entrada Kelly. 
Like me (your intrepid editor), if she tries to stick to a writing schedule, she worries more 
about the passing minutes than the story. Like me, she writes when compelled to write, 
when the words are there, no matter what time of day, or where she is. If you’re like us, if 
No Routine is your routine, here is some advice from Erin to help you along:
1. Never stop writing, even if in your head. Write with your brain and imagination when 

you’re not at the keyboard or with pen and paper. Creative ideas are all around you. 
Cultivate the skill of people watching; they’re weird, fascinating creatures. If you do that, 
you’ll never run out of ideas.

2. Be Ready: Make sure you have a notebook and pen with you at all times, for when 
lightning strikes. How many times did a brilliant idea occur to you that you thought 
you’d never forget? And then you forgot it before you even got home...

3. Be productive. When you’re not writing, read. One feeds the other.
4. Don’t out-talk your ideas. Routine-less writers tend to over-talk their great ideas, which 

dilutes the need to write them down. Spend less time talking and more time writing it 
down to work out the kinks. Make it yours. Don’t let the idea play itself out in talk before 
you have the chance to sit with in in front of keyboard or notebook.

5. Find your own footing. Everyone has his/her own way, and you need to find what 
works best for you. Advice is great—until it doesn’t work. Don’t think you “have” to do 
what other writers do. What works for you is the best way.

Tips for the Writer with No Routine      
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Book Publicity Terms
! The book marketing industry has its own jargon. If you do your own promotion, or if 
you’re considering hiring a publicity firm, you want to fully understand marketing terms. 
• Hits and runs: Baseball analogies are common in book marketing. A hit is when a 

publicist secures interest from a media outlet: someone requested a book, asked for 
more information about an author, asked to set up an actual interview, or requests to 
speak with the author directly. A run is when a story, article, review or other coverage is 
printed, or a broadcast interview airs.

• Conversion: When a media hit turns into a run, it’s a conversion. It “converts” from 
interest to coverage.

• Conversion ratio: The amount or percentage of hits that convert into runs; what 
amount of interest turned into coverage. A low conversion ratio may indicate a 
disconnect between the pitch and what the media is expecting when they request a 
book or more information. A low conversion ratio is always useful to help change 
approaches, adjust angles, or target different media. Conversely, a high conversion ratio 
is a sign that things are lining up exactly as planned and to stay the course.

• High priority media: This term applies to 1) top level, national media, or 2) media at 
any level for which a book or author is well suited. Size isn’t always the determining 
factor of high priority. A small, niche publication, for example, can be extremely 
important for a book in terms of spreading the word and sparking book sales.

• Intro pitches: done either by email or traditional mail. In mail or email, an intro pitch is 
a short, few-sentence customized written pitch that precedes a press release. The intro 
pitch is designed to get the attention of the contact and persuade him to read the press 
release, and then request more information, the book, etc. By phone, there is no intro 
pitch; the call is the pitch with a very short window of time to capture the attention of 
the editor or producer.

• Baseline promotion: These are broad distributions most often to radio shows. Broad 
distributions can be useful in securing radio interviews, or to lay the groundwork for 
more personalized pitching. If a media contact has read something about a book or 
author from a broad distribution and remembers the name, she may be more receptive 
to a personalized pitch she receives about the author. 

• Print heavy/broadcast heavy:  This is for books better suited for newspaper, magazine 
and online coverage as opposed to radio and TV interviews. Not all authors want radio 
and TV interviews, regardless of how well suited their book is, so efforts go toward 
print media. The same principle applies to books better suited for broadcast interviews,  
or authors who only want radio and TV interviews.

! (Part 2 of Marketing Terms will appear next month. Complements of Smith Publicity)
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Review of March Meeting
We started at 5:15 with two round table discussions.
Susan Tuttle led a round table on creating fascinating characters.  

She suggested we create 10 to 20 pages biographies for each of our 
major characters and include important things that happened to them 
before your story begins. Following Susan’s advice, I created 
biographies for three distinct characters. I want all my backstory work 
to be reflected in the following lines I wrote about each of them;  Milly 
eats her salad with her fingers out of a Cool Whip container; Millicent 
puts her Chinese takeout on her mother’s one good plate;  Mills eats 
last night’s lasagna out of Tupperware in the park.

Mark Arnold led a critique round 
table. Two NightWriters read two type-
written pages and received his feedback. 
Mark discussed the importance of keeping 
our prose razor-sharp.  Purple prose, writing 
with too many descriptions, is a common 
mistake that affects writers at all skill levels. 
The second your reader focuses on your 
descriptions instead of your story, you have 
lost them. William Faulkner believed that 
Ernest Hemingway’s writing was too 

simple. I love Hemingway’s response to him: Poor Faulkner. Does he really think big emotions 
come from big words? He thinks I don’t know the ten-dollar words. I know them all right. But there 
are older and simpler and better words, and those are the ones I use.

Our guest speaker was Leonard Gentieu who wrote Chasing the Heat: Fifty Years and a 
Million Meals, an insider’s exploration of the challenges and triumphs of a fifty years spent in 
a professional kitchen. Len and his wife Midge own and operate Papagallo Yacht Charters in 
Morro Bay, California.

Len encouraged us to write with courage, passion, enthusiasm, and to bravely face the 
struggles that may come from dedicating yourself to writing. “You can escape the hardship 
of writing only by giving up the adventure.”

Len is a master at marketing. He once went to Costco to visit his book display, only to 
discover that none of his books were out. He asked an employee folding clothes to see if there 
were any in the back: “You better bring out a large stack, I want one and I know several other 
people that want one too.” Len did not mention that he had written the book and hoped she 
would not notice that his picture on the cover, at least not until the display was already out. 
Len cleared a space for his books by consolidating another author’s stacks. He regularly 

By Jan Alarcon
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revisits to make sure that his stack remains pushed 
forward.

We lost a fellow NightWriter, Marie Dickson, on 
August 5, 2014. Marie was also a beloved member of the 
SLO United Church of Christ which currently houses 
our NightWriter meetings. Marie was often mistaken for 
Elizabeth Taylor. Her pride in her Polish heritage was 
reflected in the short stories she wrote. Marie started a 
writers group in Mission Beach prior to moving to San 

Luis Obispo. She met her husband there when he 
came to read his poetry. Marie’s book Moods of 
Mission Beach is about the colorful characters that 
frequented her used bookstore. Marie’s wonderful 
life of caring and giving is reflected well in this 
Polish expression: czlowiek stworzony jest z milości i do 
milości: People were created because of love and to love.

I read The Complete Stories of Truman Capote 
this month. My favorite story Miriam is about a 

young child who visits an older woman 
and will not go away. Capote wrote about 
sensitive people attempting to manage their 
broken dreams. One reviewer put it, 
Capote’s stories reflect the creative prison 
every artist endures at the hands of a planet 
mismanaged by religion, accountants, gossip, 

brutes and thieves. It is no secret, Capote’s life was cut 
short by his addictions. Maybe he ran out healthy 
ways to cope with the creative prison all of us 
writers must endure. I constantly struggle to find 
new and better ways to cope with this myself, I am 
grateful that I can do that with the support of all of 
you.

Until next month,
Jan Alarcon
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27 Paperclips
! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! !        by: Susan Tuttle!
! Twenty-seven paperclips lined the window ledge beside her, marched in military 
precision from left to right. Sandy stared at them, wondering who had put them there. How 
did they get them so straight, in such perfect alignment? How long had it taken? She 
couldn’t imagine even trying to duplicate such a feat, she who couldn’t draw a straight line 
to save her life.
! And why was she even thinking about this? She wasn’t here to monitor paperclip 
assembly lines, she was here to fill in paperwork, papers that clips like these would hold 
together until they were completed, rubber stamped and filed in a deep dungeon 
somewhere with others like them. She was here to put her husband in jail.
! She glanced around the, well, she supposed it was called a squad room, though it 
didn’t look like the ones she saw on television. This room was cheerful in its own way; two 
rows of desks, half of which were occupied by men and women in what appeared to her to 
be casual dress. Not a uniform among them, nor an undercover officer masquerading as a 
disreputable bum with shaggy hair and filthy clothes. No perps being paraded through on 
the way to what she’d heard was called “the tombs,” with hands cuffed behind them and 
four-letter invectives spilling from their lips. No, here there was the delicious scent of a 
recently-brewed exotic coffee, subtle mood music emanating from somewhere above, and 
muted polite voices murmuring into telephones.
! Not at all what she’d expected. Not the normalcy of it all, nor the paperclip parade on 
the windowsill beside her. She clasped her hands then grimaced at the pain that shot into her 
wrists. She’d forgotten Macy had sprained both of them when he’d yanked her through the 
restaurant. She’d forgotten the black eyes and bruised ribs and cracked teeth and cut lips 
she’d endured for years, until this time, this last time when it all flooded back, every smack, 
every taunt, every pinch and poke and yank. And she’d said, no more. To herself. Then to 
him. And then to the cops who’d pulled him off her.
! Sandy sighed again and wished she didn’t have to do this, that she could just go 
home to a home that was what it should be, not what it was. But that wouldn’t happen. 
Macy was in jail, she was signing papers, and maybe when she was done, she’d have peace. 
She’d have freedom. She’d have time to line up paperclips. So just in case, and just to 
pretend she was anywhere but here, she leaned closer and went on studying the twenty-
seven paperclip parade.
! (This was written in a 5-minute “free write” exercise during a Write It Right class. 
Students picked an opening line/phrase from a box. This opener said: “27 paperclips...”)

A Writer’s Process! Will return next month — Stay tuned!
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Getting to Know NightWriter Members

Spotlight On...

Rich Grimes

Q: Who are you?    
 A: My name is Rich Grimes.  I am a retired high school principal. (2009)  I taught 

high school Social Science and coached boys' and girls' sports for 15 years prior to going 
into school administration.  Working in four different unified school districts (Burbank, 
Glendale, Arcadia, and Redondo Beach), my final stint was in Redondo Beach USD 
where I served as Principal of Redondo Shores High School and Director of Alternative 
Programs. I really enjoyed working with the underachieving, bright - so-called "at-risk" 
students (now referred to as "at-promise"). After retiring for the first time, I served as 
Education Program Manager at Chapman University's Academic Center in Manhattan 
Beach, California four years where I recruited, counseled, taught, and exited graduate 
level students seeking state licensure as elementary or secondary school teachers.

I am a hospice volunteer for Visiting Nurse and Hospice Care in Santa Barbara 
and do volunteer work for Gray Foot Cat Adoption Agency in Ventura where I reside.

Q: Who is your greatest inspiration?
A: My greatest inspiration is my mother, Dorothy Marie Grimes - a 95-year-old 

woman who remains in good health, both mentally and physically, and continues to 
provide wisdom and guidance on my behalf.  She was instrumental in helping me with 
content in my book, Old - Stories of Aging and Reflections on Caregiving which was 
released by Summerland Publishing last August. The book consists of interviews with 
seniors who describe their life experiences. Their views on life, death, and dying have 
impacted me in so many ways, all for the good.

Q: Do you have a blog?
A: I do have a blog which can be accessed on my website—richgrimesbooks.com.

by: Mike Price
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Q: Tell us about your favorite story/article/essay that you 
have written.

A: While serving as a consultant last year at Redondo Union 
High School (Administrator on Special Assignment), I wrote an 
article for the Redondo Beach USD School News titled, "Summer 
Learning - Turning Our Electronics Off to Turn Ourselves On." This 
was a playful look at how we rely too much on cell phones, iPads, 
iPods - you name it, at the expense of personal communications, 

Q: What is your favorite book, movie, or play?
A: I have many favorite books, movies, and plays. Tootsie starring Dustin Hoffman 

ranks high on my list of exceptional films and Kevin Costner's recent movie, McFarland 
USA warmed my heart in so many ways. Frank Delaney's novel, Ireland, is one of the best 
examples of prose I have ever read. The concept of storytelling in this book inspired an 
interest in organizing and writing my book, Old which I described in question #2.

Q: What genre do you like to write?
A: I enjoy writing both fiction and non-fiction. My first published work was 

Classroom Under Construction, a primer for both beginning and veteran teachers focusing on 
how to establish and maintain a viable classroom community. The content provided tools to 
engage and activate student interest in learning and participating freely in the process. My 
first venture into children's genre is Animal Friends, to be published by Summerland 
Publishing in a few weeks. The book is based on a poem I wrote many years ago of the 
same name. I have written many children's poems and continue to write poetry when a 
topic or person inspires me.

and offered suggestions regarding how we can relate to one another and nurture 
relationships without using electronic devices.

Q: Tell us about your latest project.
A: My current project involves reading, researching, and writing a book on 

cats. Recognizing that there are hundreds of books written about cats, my work consists of 
cats narrating in each story - describing in human words the thoughts and feelings I believe 
they experience if they could only speak. Also, at the end of the book, I will use the "Dear 
Abby" format (which I call "Dear Felina") where cats write to Felina with their problems or 
concerns and she answers them. Accordingly, I believe that these two components, 
different and humorous, will create interest on the part of readers, particularly cat 
owners. To be fair, however, I include dogs and other animals in the text as well.
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Q: Do you have a day job?
A: I do not have a day job and after 40 years in education, I don't want one. I am 

happy reading, writing, researching, exercising, and cooking my own meals.

Q: How does your family support you in your writing? 
A: My family supports my writing endeavors 100% and provide honest and 

helpful feedback with all my books.

 Q: How does NightWriters help you?
A: I joined NightWriters recently and although I have only attended one meeting 

thus far, the networking possibilities are endless. The organization provides many 
opportunities to learn and grow. I want and need contact with other writers or would-be 
authors to enhance my skills and to share my knowledge, interests, and experience with 
members as well. I feel I have much to offer professionally and personally.

Q: How do you handle rejection letters?
A: Rejection letters are part of life. One has to learn from them without being 

offended or discouraged. They provide opportunities to explore a vast array of 
publication options. Truthfully, it took years and a little bit of luck to find a publisher 
who felt I had the talent to go public. I feel very fortunate now that I have such a 
publisher.

 Q: Tell us something surprising about yourself.
A: I am an outgoing, friendly, kind, and 

generous person and being retired, in addition to 
writing, I have the time to pursue other interests and 
much enjoy the volunteer work I do. Serving and 
supporting others who are aging, frail, or ill is very 
important to me.

Q: Besides writing, what are your other hobbies?
A: Exercising and eating healthy are my chief 

interests/hobbies.

Thank you, Rich, it’s been fun getting to know 
you. Until next time,

Mike
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Create An Author Newsletter
by: Kristin Bustamante

It probably seems like all anyone tells you is what you need to do more 
of: Facebook, Twitter, LinkedIn, create a website, don't neglect that Facebook 
page! And Pinterest. At the risk of adding one more thing to your never-ending 
list, however . . . it's a really good idea to create an author newsletter.

An author newsletter isn't just one more thing on your list of daily networking to-
dos. It's an invaluable tool that lets you selectively market to your audience and provide 
them with more information than 140 characters will allow. It's also not as daunting of a 
task as it seems.
1. Choose your newsletter provider. There are many free options out there that allow you a 

certain number of sends per month with no charge. When your list grows substantially, 
you may have to look into a paid version, but a free version will be just fine as you begin. 
We use Mailchimp for both our own and our client newsletters, and we love it. It's very 
user-friendly, and you don't have to know a thing about HTML to create gorgeous 
newsletters.

2. Understand your analytics: Your newsletter system will provide you with analytics, or 
information about each newsletter you send. When selecting a provider, be sure to pick 
one with an analytics dashboard that you find easy to use, because these analytics are 
critical to your success with a newsletter. Common analytics include open rate (how 
many people open your newsletter), click-through rate (how many people click on the 
links in your newsletter, and which links they click on), and bounce rate (how many of 
your emails are undeliverable).

3. Build your list: Unfortunately, your author newsletter isn't the Field of Dreams, and if 
you create it, subscribers won't come on their own. Even if you aren't ready to launch a 
newsletter this month, you should at least select a provider, create an account, and begin 
gathering subscriber information. If you have an author website, add a subscription 
callout and begin gathering e-mail addresses. If you don't, your newsletter provider 
should provide you with a subscription link. You can share this link with family, friends, 
and social networks to begin gathering e-mail addresses. Be sure to collect information 
from everyone you meet with at author events and speaking engagements, too!

4. Figure out who you are: Now you need to determine what kind of newsletter you want 
to provide your fans. It's important to be clear about "it would be nice to . . ." versus what 
you can realistically take on. Don't bill your newsletter as weekly if you really only have 
time to write monthly. Remember that more isn't always better, too. Unless you have a 
large, engaged following, a weekly newsletter is probably overkill at this point. Most of 

http://mailchimp.com/
http://mailchimp.com/
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our authors send their newsletters on a monthly basis and then increase their 
frequency as their publication date approaches.

Next, decide what you want to include in your newsletter and consider it as part 
of your overall outreach strategy (which should also include PR, social networking, 
and in-person events). There's no need to rehash what you've already placed on 
your website for the month. Consider this a place to give people a quick recap of 
what's been going on and share any special announcements about the future.

5. Make it look good: The best strategy is to create an HTML newsletter with text 
backup. This is likely a standard option in your newsletter provider and simply 
means that you'll be sending a newsletter with images in it, but if people are unable 
to view images in their e-mail provider, they'll see a simplified text version. The 
header image of your newsletter should include your name and web address, if you 
have one. It can even be the same header image you use on your website. Keep the 
color scheme simple, and don't worry about getting too fancy with the fonts and 
formatting. Simple is better!

Morro Bay Estuary Poetry Contest
! Announcing the opening of the “Morro Bay Estuary Poetry Contest—A National 
Treasure in Words” on Earth Day, April 22, 2015. To celebrate the Morro Bay National 
Estuary Program’s 20th anniversary, the “Morro Bay Estuary Poetry Contest—A 
National Treasure in Words” asks youth and adults to write haikus and free verse 
poems using the Morro Bay Estuary as a theme.
! There are two categories: Estuarine Seventeen is for Haikus—three-line poems 
consisting of 17 syllables in a 5/7/5 pattern. the Free Flowing category is for free verse 
poems of no more than 45. Writers may submit up to three poems in total. 
! Entries will be accepted by email until May 15, 2015. One adult (age 18 & up) 
and one youth (age 12 to 17) winner will be chosen in each category. Winners will 
receive a prize basket and certificate, and their selected poems will be published in 
Estuary Program materials, on the website, and in social media messages. One adult 
and one youth runner up from each category will receive a certificate of participation, 
and their selected poem will be included on the Estuary Program’s website and in 
social media messages. A celebratory reading featuring the winners and runners-up 
will be held at Coalesce Bookstore (845 Main St, Morro Bay, CA 93442) at 7 p.m. on 
Friday, June 19. 
! Before entering the contest, poets should read our complete guidelines at 
www.mbnep.org.

http://www.mbnep.org
http://www.mbnep.org
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20 Blogging Topics for Fiction Writers
! It’s easy for me to see what a nonfiction author can blog about; there’s a niche and 
topic built into the subject matter of the book. But it’s harder for me to wrap my mind 
around what to blog about if you’re writing fiction. Or poetry (check next month for ideas 
for poets). Here are some ideas to get you fiction writers started on your blogs, from social 
media strategist and author Frances Caballo.
For Fiction Writers:
1.Explain why you killed off a character.
2.Explain the genesis of your story. How did you come up with the idea for it?
3.How do you determine your characters’ names?
4.What are your protagonist’s favorite meal, food, flower, music, TV show, movie, music?
5.Describe your first public reading. Were you nervous? Was it well attended?
6.Detail an alternate ending you considered for the story. Ask for reader feedback.
7.Talk about an obstacle you encountered while writing the story. How did you overcome 

it? Did the obstacle itself affect the story?
8.Write about the parents of your characters if they didn’t figure in the story. Or other 

relatives.
9.Explain why you assigned a specific illness or condition to one of the characters.
10. Talk about a scene you deleted from the story, and why you deleted it.
11. Why did you choose that particular socio-economic class for your characters?
12. Talk about your writing process. What time of day do you write. Do you have a 

routine?
13. How old were you when you first began to write? What did it feel like?
14. Write about your favorite authors and why you love their books.
15. Write about which author you’d most like to emulate.
16. Tell about the person who had been your major supporter as a writer.
17. show how your love of reading grew into a love of writing.
18. Talk about other genres you dabble in, such as poetry. Don’t hesitate to publish some of 

your poems as part of the blog.
19. If you have traveled to the location(s) where your book takes place, share some of the 

photographs you’ve taken and write about your visit there. How did you apply what 
you learned to the story?

20. Write about your publishing process: agent, small press, self-published? How did you 
make the decision?
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3 Steps to Successful Book Marketing
! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! From: Writers Digest Blog
! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! by: Phil Sexton
! Marketing is a simple process, whether you write fiction or nonfiction, when you boil it 
down to three fundamental questions:
1. What is my value? Before you can convince people to spend money on your book, you must 

convince them there will be a justifiable return on their investment. They want to know if 
reading your book will be worth the time and money.  The answer can be tangible or 
intangible, but it must be something that appeals to a reader’s self-interest. If you skip this 
step of defining your value, then your marketing will act like a gun that just shoots blanks. 
But when people believe you can give them a result they want, then your marketing will 
become more effective. Defining your book’s value is the first step to unlocking the true 
power of promotion. 

2. Who needs my value most? Or, Who stands to lose the most if they never get access to my 
value? The answer to this question will give you a targeted audience who are most likely to 
appreciate your book. You will encounter less cynicism and apathy because they are more 
likely to appreciate the value you can offer. By targeting people who need/want what you 
offer, you create sales momentum at a faster pace because, a) these people take less 
convincing to purchase, and b) they are more likely to spread positive word of mouth, which 
generates more sales. Take the time to clearly define who needs your value the most. Identify 
specific characteristics: gender, age, location, etc. Look for an emotional connection. 
Remember, logic makes people think, but emotion makes them act.

3. Where do those who need your book congregate in large numbers? Approaching large 
groups of target audiences makes marketing very effective. Look online: Websites; Facebook, 
Twitter, Pinterest, LinkedIn; active forums that discuss the subject; blogs; news sites; online 
book clubs. Offline: professional or social organizations; print magazines; TV shows and 
movies; radio shows; religious groups or events; newsletters; hobbies. Once you find where 
they congregate, offer to provide free articles for newsletters; send a free book to the group 
leader; ask to be a speaker at a conference; provide an exclusive discount; provide free Q&A 
for members; volunteer your time/expertise at a group event. If you work to gain trust with 
one group, chances are they will pass word of mouth about you and your product to other 
groups they know.

! Marketing doesn’t have to be complex or costly. This 3-step approach keeps things 
simple and effective. When you know your value, who needs it the most and where they 
congregate, you’ll have all the fuel necessary to ignite a marketing wildfire.
!
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GREAT BEGINNINGS
...Information for Beginning Writers (and everyone else too)

7 Things I’ve Learned So Far
! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! by Eric Smith
! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! from Writes Digest Blog

1. Cut the Parts You Find Yourself Skipping. When you’re editing, if you find yourself 
skipping over parts because you’re a) way too excited to get to the next paragraph or, b) tired 
of that particular section, it means make some cuts. If you can’t even get excited about it, if 
you’re tired of that passage already, there’s a solid chance your reader will be too. You should 
be excited about everything on the page. Leave no room for skipping. 

2. It’s Okay to Take a Break. Whether you’ve got something on submission, a book on its way 
to publication, or you’re just working on a bunch of fun ideas and drafts, don’t burn yourself 
out. You’re no good for anyone like that. Take breaks, recharge and come back stronger than 
before.

3. Save Your Darlings. Whatever you’re cutting, whether on your own, with your peers or with 
your editor, save those darlings. Open up a Word .doc and stash those little gems in an 
Outtakes file or a Future Story Ideas file. You might never use them. But, someday one of 
them might be just what you need to spark a new idea or new direction in an old story. 

4. If You Must Read the Reviews, Learn From Them. If you’re going to read the reviews (and 
you’re gonna), don’t lash out, don’t get upset, don’t get angry. Instead, see what you can 
learn from them. Not everyone will  love your book, no matter how well written it is. And 
that’s okay. Sift through all the comments, good and bad, and, just like advice from your 
critique group, see what has relevance, then chuck (and forget about) the rest. 

5. Find Your Soundtrack. Music can be a great muse. Check out different types of music, 
depending on what you are writing, and see what gets your creativity flowing. It might be 
oldies, or the music of your youth, or the rap of today. Whatever it is, find it and use it to 
unlock your mind and make the work part of writing more fun.

6. Connect With Peers. Through the magic of local writing groups and Twitter, you can meet 
other authors who will help support you in your literary efforts. Be genuine, be kind, be 
excited. Find the authors who write books you deeply care for, find the writers you yourself 
admire. Support them back. Celebrate their success. You’ll learn so much from them. 

7. Surround Yourself With Supportive Friends. Having an awesome team backing you up is 
so very important. Professionally, yes, but also close friends who will look over that rough 
manuscript, who will join you for coffee and listen to you ramble about an idea you haven’t 
quite thought out yet, who will give you a kick in the pants when you’re down and keep you 
level when you’re doing too well. Surround yourself with those kind of friends, and it’ll 
certainly help your writing career.
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Have You Checked Out Our Website Lately? Control Your Own Information!
Post your bio, picture, book covers and ordering links! Contribute a writing blog post! Free publicity!

MEMBER SITE LINKS! 
List your website(s) and blog(s) with live links — makes it easier for the public to find you and helps build your platform!

BOOK REVIEWS!
Get your book reviewed. Write a review—it’s a valid publishing credit!

WRITERS SERVICES!
Do you have a writing or professional skill? Get listed on our new Services Page.

FACEBOOK! 
Become a “Fan” of NightWriters! Visit NW’s Facebook page and sign up today! Also, link your Facebook page and your 
websites and blogs to NW sites!

LinkedIn!
New! Connect with NW on LinkedIn! Help build your author platform with writing professional connections.

    Email all correspondence to: slonightwriters@yahoo.com 
or snail mail to: SLO NightWriters PO Box 6241 Los Osos, 
CA 93412-6241. We must have your current email address in 
order to send the Newsletter and other important NW 
announcements.
      Newsletter Submissions: Send by the 15th of the 
current month for next month’s publication. Send in kudos, 
writing articles, quotes, facts and tidbits, etc. Mark email 
“for newsletter” and send to: slonightwriters@yahoo.com 

President: Dennis Eamon Young 
Vice-President:  Andrea Chmelik
Secretary: Sharyl Heber
Treasurer: Susan Tuttle 
Program Director: Janice Konstantinidis
Contest Committee Chair: Tia Araminta
Publicity Director: Randy Ross
Membership Director: Hanje Richards
Critique Group Coordinator: *Position Open
Member-At-Large: Andrea Chmelik
Writers’ Workshops Coordinator: *Position Open
Tolosa Press Submission Manager: Andrea 
! Chmelik (*Looking for new Manager)
Welcome Committee: Hanje Richards
Sunshine Chair: Kalila Volkov 
Website Master: Janice Konstantinidis
Web Assistant: Lila Bhuta
Newsletter: Susan Tuttle, Elizabeth Roderick
Art Director: Dennis Eamon Young 
Assistant Secretary: Janice Konstantinidis
Board Assistants: Sharyl Heber, Rebecca Waddell
NW Historian: Sharyl Heber

We Need Your Help!
     The success of non-profit organizations like 
NightWriters depends on its members. We all 
have talents other than writing that any 
organization could make use of.
     NightWriters has many special opportunities 
for members to get involved, working “behind 
the scenes.” If you’d like to assist in any capacity, 
email: slonightwriters@yahoo.com

      Notify NW of any change in address or email: 
slonightwriters@yahoo.com.  Join NW and send dues or 
renewal checks (payable to SLO NightWriters) to: SLO 
NightWriters, PO Box 6241, Los Osos, CA 93412-6241. Or 
join/renew online through our website: 
www.slonightwriters.org  and pay with credit card.

About Our Monthly Meetings
     NightWriters’ Evening Meetings: the second Tuesday of 
every month, year round. We encourage interested visitors 
to join us at 6:30 pm. Admission free; refreshments served.
    Next Meeting: April 14th, at United Church of Christ 
Meeting Hall, 11245 Los Osos Valley Road, San Luis 
Obispo. General meeting begins at 6:30 pm. Round Table 
presentations start at 5:15 pm.
     Writers’ Critique Groups: For paid members only. These 
groups read and critique each other’s work and discuss 
the business of writing. Visitors welcome; phone ahead to 
make arrangements. See details below, or visit our website: 
www.slonightwriters.org

http://www.slonightwriters.org
mailto:slonightwriters@yahoo.com
mailto:slonightwriters@yahoo.com
mailto:slonightwriters@yahoo.com
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http://www.slonightwriters.org
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      NW Critique Groups are a wonderful benefit of NW Membership. Some groups are full, but many 
welcome visitors. Always contact the group leader listed for specific information regarding group 
availability and visiting options. SLO NW cannot guarantee critique group formation or availability but 
we do strive to facilitate connections between writers so they can initiate and develop their own writing 
affiliations. While we cannot be, and are not, responsible for any outcomes from these associations, we 
hope they lead to great creative magic and magnificent literary works! Contact our webmaster and the 
newsletter editor at slonightwriter@yahoo.com to list your critique group and critique needs in the NW 
Newsletter and on the NW Web site. 
      Can’t find an existing group? START ONE. It’s easy!  If you’re new at this, don’t be intimidated.  It’s 
fun and there are no lofty requisites. All it takes is two or more folks committed to reading/hearing the 
work of others and providing honest, constructive feedback. Critique groups are not teaching sessions. 
They are writers learning from reading and critiquing each others’ works. Effective formats may include 
exchanging the review/editing service by mail or electronically, or meeting face-to-face and reading aloud 
to each other, or any combination that works for the group. One of our groups takes a lesson/learning 
approach and does practice writing exercises every meeting. Some groups focus on a particular genre; 
others accept all kinds of writing. Each group is different depending on their needs and interests. Group 
members set their own times, dates, meeting locations, and parameters. We have Critique Group 
Guidelines on our website to help get you started and we can provide a mentor to attend a few sessions if 
needed.  www.slonightwriter.org. Contact slonightwriter@yahoo.com  with your critique needs and 
genres and we’ll do her best to assist you. 

POETRY CRITIQUE GROUP FORMING
Poetry Critique Group Emerging! Any poet 
can join. Any poet can benefit from input of a 
group, regardless of experience. Call and 
together we can set time and place to meet. 
CURRENTLY OPEN TO NEW MEMBERS
Contact: ! Irene Chadwick, 481-3824  
! ! irenekooi@gmail.com 

‘JUST US’ CHILDREN’S BOOK 
CRITIQUE
Meets in the South County. Critiqued at a fast 
pace, in a process where members critique each 
other’s writing electronically, followed by a face-
to-face meeting twice a month. Meetings are 
held 1st and 3rd Saturdays at 10
am. Contact moderator for details and 
directions.
CURRENTLY OPEN TO NEW MEMBERS
Moderator:! ! Lili Sinclaire, 904-9697   
! ! ! liliasinclaire@gmail.com 

CRITIQUE GROUPS LISTING

PISMO SATURDAY GROUP
New group starts Saturday May 10.  All levels 
and genres, short stories, poetry, novels and 
memoirs. Work is exchanged one week prior to 
group meetings. 1500 word limit on 
submissions. Meets the 2nd and 4th Saturdays 
from 9:00-11:00 am. Contact moderator for 
location.
CURRENTLY OPEN TO NEW MEMBERS
Moderator:!! ! Tom Snow
! ! ! ! coinerbop@gmail.com

HI HOPES 
This group was invented to fill a need for a Los 
Osos/San Luis Obispo group that incorporates 
writers who generate stories, essays, novels, 
poetry—you get the picture—writers of any 
description. Whether or not you wish to 
publish, we’ll help you with ideas to improve 
your writing. Led by Sharon Sutliff, we meet on 
the 2nd and 4th Mondays at 9 AM and usually 
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CRITIQUE GROUPS LISTING

wrap up in time for lunch. We meet in various 
locations. Call one of the moderators to arrange a 
visit, or get more information. CURRENTLY 
OPEN TO NEW MEMBERS
Moderators:! ! Sharon Sutliff, 544-4034
! ! ! ! Audrey Yanes, 748-8600

THE THURSDAY GROUP 

This group meets at 9:00 am every other  
Thursday at The Coffee Bean in Pismo Beach. 
Anyone interested in joining them can email the 
moderator for full details.
CURRENTLY OPEN TO NEW MEMBERS. 
Moderator:! ! Mark Ruszczyzky

! ! ! zsur@aol.com

WRITE IT RIGHT WRITING GROUP II 
(Wed. p.m. Group)

For all writers of fiction and creative non-fiction. 
Meets every Wednesday in Los Osos from 3:00 
pm to 5:00 pm. Not a traditional NightWriter 
critique group. Work is produced in each session, 
then analyzed according to the objective of the 
day’s goal. Based on writing exercises designed 
to jump-start the creative process (gleaned from 
a variety of published authors), these sessions 
take writers through the process of writing 
fiction from inception of idea to the final 
resolution. This group is for all writers who want 
to learn the process of crafting a well-told story 
while developing their own voice and style. We 
explore such topics as ideas, character, story arc, 
tone, voice, POV, tension, dialogue, resolution, 
writing mechanics, etc.  There is a small monthly 
fee involved for this class to cover materials. 
CURRENTLY OPEN TO NEW MEMBERS

Contact:! Susan Tuttle, 458-5234
! ! aim2write@yahoo.com

WRITE IT RIGHT WRITING GROUP I 
(Wed. a.m. Group)

Meets every Wednesday morning in 5 Cities 
area from 10:30 am to 12:30 pm. Not a 
traditional NightWriter critique group. Work is 
produced in each session, then analyzed 
according to the objective of the day’s goal. 
Based on writing exercises designed to jump-
start the creative process (gleaned from a variety 
of published authors), these sessions take 
writers through the process of writing fiction 
from inception of idea to the final resolution. 
This group is for all fiction/non-fiction writers 
who want to learn the process of crafting a well-
told story while developing their own voice and 
style. We explore such topics as ideas, character, 
story arc, tone, voice, POV, tension, dialogue, 
resolution, writing mechanics, etc. There is a 
small fee involved for this class to cover 
materials.
CURRENTLY OPEN TO NEW MEMBERS.

Contact:! ! Susan Tuttle: 458-5234
! ! ! aim2write@yahoo.com

NEW GROUPS FORMING!

ADULT NOVELS
Lili Sinclaire is considering FORMING A NEW 
GROUP for ADULT NOVELS in a process 
where members critique each other’s writing 
electronically, followed by a face- to-face 
meeting.  
Contact:   Lili Sinclaire, 904-9697
   liliasinclaire@gmail.com
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CRITIQUE GROUPS LISTING

PISMO WEDNESDAY GROUP
New group began Meeting on May 1. All levels 
and genres: short stories, novels, poetry, 
memoir. Work is exchanged one week prior to 
each meeting; 1,500 word limit on submissions. 
Meets the 1st and 3rd Wednesday from 
9:00-11:00 am in Pismo Beach. 
CURRENTLY FULL—NOT OPEN TO NEW 
MEMBERS. Visitors welcome. Contact 
moderator for location.
Moderator! ! Tom Snow
! ! ! coinerbop@gmail.com
LO PROSE

Meets in Los Osos on the first and third 
Wednesdays at 7pm till usually 10pm. Charlie 
Perryess and Anne Allen share hosting 
responsibilities, running a tight ship so that 
everyone can read. No cross talk permitted. At 
the beginning and at our break we socialize. 
We’re all serious but fun-loving. Presently the 
writing covers several genres: YA novels; short 
stories; short stories woven into a novel; 
fantasy; humorous mystery novel; political 
satire novel; and personal essays. We write just 
about everything except poetry.   CURRENTLY 
FULL – NOT OPEN TO NEW MEMBERS but 
guests are welcome.  It may happen that space 
could be made for a compatible writer. 
Moderators:!        Charlie Perryess, 528-4090 
! !        Anne Allen, 528-1006

LONG STORY SHORT
Flash Fiction/Nonfiction only meets the 2nd & 
4th Fridays every month, from 10 am to 12 
noon in Arroyo Grande.  Bring paper and 
pencil, or your laptop if you are so inclined—
flash pieces, 1000 word strict maximum.

CURRENTLY FULL – NOT OPEN TO NEW 
MEMBERS – call or email Diane to be placed on 
a waiting list.
Moderator:! Diane Smith 858-414-0070   
! ! mdcomposes@yahoo.com
 
NOVEL IDEA

Meets twice monthly on the 2nd and 4th 
Wednesdays in San Luis Obispo, dealing with 
book-length works. The group is fully committed 
to helping one another craft material in the 
chosen genres with helpful critiques and 
encouragement. Marketing techniques are part of 
the on-going exchange. We are currently full but 
welcome one-time guests to observe how our 
group functions in the hope of encouraging 
establishment of new groups. CURRENTLY 
FULL – NOT OPEN TO NEW MEMBERS

Moderator:!! Barbara Wolcott, 543-5240       
                                        

FICTION/NONFICTION
Meets on 1st and 3rd Mondays from 9:00 am to 
noon in San Luis. Members bring original work 
to each session and read aloud to the group. The 
group provides constructive suggestions for 
improving the writing and the structure of the 
stories. Prose forms of literature–short stories, 
novels, memoirs, essays, newspaper and 
magazine articles, travel–are this group’s forte. It 
welcomes writers who are serious about 
producing work for publication. Those interested 
in attending or who need more information 
should telephone.   CURRENTLY FULL — NOT 
OPEN TO NEW MEMBERS 
Moderators:! Terry Sanville, 541-0492 
                    !! Gloria Pautz,   543-2049
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SOUTH COUNTY WRITERS
Meets on the second and fourth Saturdays from 
9:30 AM to noon in Grover Beach. This group 
thrives on variety, writing short stories, articles, 
poetry and novels, all genres from fiction to 
biography and memoirs. Members exchange 
work by email at least one week before the 
meeting in order to receive in-depth critiques 
aimed at eliminating weaknesses and increasing 
strengths in everything from plot and character 
development to grammar and proper 
manuscript preparation. Intermediate to to 
advanced writers are welcome.  We meet in a 
casual and fun atmosphere and are serious 
about fully developing each member’s writing 
talent, whether for publication or self-
satisfaction. Visitors are always welcome.
CURRENTLY FULL – NOT OPEN TO NEW 
MEMBERS 

Moderator:! ! Judy Guarnera, 474-9598 
                           ! j.guarnera@sbcglobal.net

NORTH COUNTY GROUP
Meets every other Thursday from 10:00 
am-12:00 noon at the Atascadero Library, 
preceded by “a bit of socializing, for those so 
inclined” at the Starbucks by Vons. Fiction, 
creative non-fiction, short and book length 
writers of moderate to advanced level comprise 
the group. CURRENTLY FULL —NOT OPEN 
TO NEW MEMBERS
Moderator:! ! Lillian Brown, 215-6107
! ! ! lilliofslo@aol.com 

CRITIQUE GROUPS LISTING

Full Critique Groups: Call To Visit
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